WAT IS KUNST?
Vorige les bleek dat Kunst voor veel leerlingen aanleiding kan geven tot vragen, verontwaardiging, en discussie. Dat is juist een prima basis om meer te leren begrijpen over wat kunst wel of niet is of kan zijn. Hierbij een voorbeeld uit de les. Met een opdracht. Kies één van de werken, en maak de opdracht af in het lege kader nadat je de tekst gelezen hebt, en de afbeeldingen bestudeerd hebt. 
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Tara Donovan, untitled 2006 (plastic bekertjes)

MOET KUNT MOOI ZIJN? 
MOET KUNST VOOR IEDEREEN HETZELFDE UITDRUKKEN? 
MAG KUNST VAN ALLEDAAGSE (WEGWERP) MATERIALEN GEMAAKT ZIJN? 
Tara Donovan is known for working with commonplace manufactured materials such as tape, Styrofoam cups, or drinking straws to create abstract sculptural installations that often take on a biomorphic feel or resemble topographical landscapes. 
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In the artist's hands, common, mass-produced items—toothpicks, buttons, drinking straws—become captivating sculptures. For over a decade, American sculptor Tara Donovan has transformed huge volumes of everyday items into stunning works of phenomenal impact. Layered, piled, or clustered with an almost viral repetition, these products assume forms that both evoke natural systems and seem to defy the laws of nature. Tara Donovan gathers 16 works from the past decade and will premiere a new installation commissioned by the ICA. The artist's first major museum survey, the exhibition examines her distinctive sculptural process—exploring how a single action applied to a single material countless times can transcend our expectations. 
Nebulous, appearing like a mist over the floor, is made of nothing more than strips of Scotch® tape. Bluffs, nearly five-foot-high forms that suggest mountain peaks or stalagmites, are actually teetering stacks of plastic buttons. Creating astonishing visual experiences, the artist's work invites closer looking and bigger thinking about the everyday materials that surround us.
Just two weeks before the opening of her first museum survey, Tara Donovan is named a 2008 recipient of the MacArthur "Genius" Grant (500.000 dollar)  

This exhibition is the first major museum survey of the American sculptor Tara Donovan. With sensitivity to texture, volume and the inherent physical properties of materials, Donovan transforms large quantities of mass-produced itemstoothpicks, adhesive tape, straws, buttons, pins, plastic cups and Mylar into stunning sculptural objects and installations. Utilizing the detritus of a culture of mass production, Donovan creates large-scale sculptures that imply organic growth or a random-order arrangement. Her methodology of building sculpture through accumulation and meticulous assembly of quantities and amounts of identical items offers the viewer the experience of complexity and infinity.
Hoe zie jij dit werk? En: Wat is jouw mening nu? Nu je er meer over gelezen en nagedacht hebt: probeer jouw genuanceerde mening over wat volgens jou de betekenis is van dit werk nu hieronder eens weer te geven. Je mag daarin jouw opvattingen over wat kunst is verwerken, maar je moet wel een open houding (zonder vooroordelen) aannemen)   
